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Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement?
	I believe that a parent’s decision has a significant impact on the development of a child. At times, the decision made by parents may turn out to become a challenge to the students, especially in academics. I was born in America but lived in Russia for 15 years. I enjoyed my life in Russia. I had adapted to the surroundings and created a good relationship with a couple of friends. When I was fifteen, my parents decided that it was best for me to move to America to seek mora e opportunities for future life.  My parents saw this as an opportunity for me to have the best chance to pursue the right course in one of the best colleges. I wasn’t happy or excited about this decision. The thought of me being alone couldn’t sink in to my mind as my parents couldn’t move with me. I could only move with my sister, who ought to be my comfort whenever I felt lonely. 
	Life wasn’t easy for me at first. It was quite hard for me to adapt to the new system and learn English as a language. I had to start all over again and make new friends. The first year was terrible even though I found people that I’m friends with to this day. I could not comprehend at first how to live and be in such a different place. My grades in school were significantly lower due to the language problems and an entirely new school system, and adding on to that I never wanted to stay in America and was protesting against everything. From straight A’s in a Russian school, my grades became C/D. One day I received a letter from a school counselor that I had to attend Norman aid counselling where they had to make sure that I had no problems with my family and what was affecting my grades. The counselling session helped me realize that my parent’s decision changed my life for better, and I strive for better and not what I’m used to. I started viewing this opportunity from a different perspective and decided to put in a lot of effort to earn good grades. 

Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side 
	I was always a very creative child during my childhood days in Russia. I was enrolled in a Russian music school for seven years, where I sang in the choir and played on a harp. After moving to America, I developed a new hobby in taking and editing pictures.  It was my hobby, and I had a lot of passion for it. I saw it as my coping strategy in the new country. I expressed my feeling with it. Photography is a way for me to be creative and express my feelings with others. Through photography, I can share my thoughts with other people. I can also share the stories through photos. I have realized that there are photos that I can share and think of how to make them the subject of the stories by making them more beautiful through photography. 
	Back in Russia, there were no photography classes in my school. However, when I joined my first class I took over summer was a photography class. From the first assignment, I did my photography teacher said I have an eye for it. Photography helped me during hard times of my life when I felt lonely, I would grab my camera, and it would feel like I am in my world that I created myself. Later on, I won multiple school competitions in photography, and this made me proud. I can now attest that this was the best decision I ever made in my life. Photographs evoke nostalgia. They serve as a chronicle of my life, where I have been, what I have been going through, who I am, and what I have done.  One of my favorite things to take photos of are trees and the surrounding. It’s almost as if its artwork is spread across nature for everyone to see and enjoy. 
	I have realized that photography has enabled me to showcase my style, interests, and relationships and mark the passage of time. The small things that make me stop and stare as I walk around the sorrounding gives me much more insight into the kinds of humans.
